
General Social Survey

1996 and 2006
The General Social Survey (GSS) is a survey done by the National Opin​ion Research Center on the attitudes, behaviors, and background characteristics of Americans. These surveys have occurred annually or biannually since 1972. Samples are full probability samples, and the samples reflect multistage area probability samples to the block level. At the block level, however, quota sampling is used with quota based on sex, age, and employment status. The primary sam​pling units employed are Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas or nonmetropolitan counties, stratified by region, age, and race before selection. The units of selec​tion at the second stage are block groups and enumera​tion districts, stratified according to race and income before selection. The third stage of selection involved blocks, which were selected with probabilities proportional to size. The final sampling units involved housing units and individuals.

The original sample sizes for the 1996 and 2006 studies were 4,559 and 9,535. After accounting for such things as vacant buildings, language problems, new dwelling units, and other factors at the sampling level and for refusals, break offs before completion, no one home, and other factors at the individual level, there were 3,814 and 4,510 completed cases, resulting in response rates of 76.1 and 71.2 percent. The (split-ballot( technique was used, where some questions were asked of part of the sample and other questions were asked of another part of the sample. Basic questions were asked of all participants. As a result, the totals for some of the variables you analyze may not total the numbers of completed cases noted above.

The data files you will be using will vary according to the version of SPSS (or other statistical program) that you will use. SPSS Student Version is limited to 50 variables and 1,500 cases, but the regular version has no limitations. If you will be using Student SPSS, you will be using either a combined 1996-2006 data file containing 750 cases from each year or separate data files of 1,500 cases for each year. In both situations, you will have access only to the 50 variables in the codebook with asterisks. The subset data files are random samples taken from the full data files.

You may wish to limit your analyses to only one year, do separate analyses for the two years, or combine both years in one analysis. Unless you specifically select a particular year, your analyses will include data from both years (if you are using the combined years file). Be very clear on which subgroups you will use in your analysis. If you use the combined sample of  cases across both years to study attitudes toward abortion, for example, changes that occurred in attitudes between the years will not be evident and may even mask relationships you wish to examine between, say, gender and attitudes toward abortion. That is, if women were more likely support abortion in one year and men in the other year, a table relating gender to abortion support for the combined sample would show a negligible gender difference. All the variables in the file were asked in both 1996 and 2006.

Be sure you distinguish clearly between independent and dependent variables in your analyses. Many of the typically independent variables, such as gender, age, and race, are located toward the begin​ning of the data file. Some variables, such as how much people watch TV or their level of  education, could be either independent or dependent, depending on your research question. Select an appropri​ate number of what you consider independent and dependent variables, or as many of each type as indicated by your instructor.

Once again, an asterisk indicates variables which are available in SPSS Student Version. All the variables are available in the regular version of SPSS.

* = available in SPSS Student Version.

YEAR*



1.

Year of sample.

1996 or 2006

REGION*


2.

Region of interview.


1.
New England


2.
Middle Atlantic


3.
East North Central


4.
West North Central


5.
South Atlantic


6.
East South Central


7.
West South Central


8.
Mountain


9.
Pacific

RACE*




3.
What race do you consider yourself?


1.
White


2.
Black


3.
Other

SEX*




4.
Sex. (Coded by interviewer.)


1.
Male


2.
Female

AGE*




5.
Age. (Determined by asking date of birth, actual ages recorded.)
Values reflect actual age.

AGE3*




6.
AGE variable recoded into thirds.


1.
18-36

2.
37-52

3.
53-89

MARITAL*


7.
Are you currently married, widowed, divorced, separated, or have you never been mar​r​ied? (Divorced and separated combined into one category.)


1.
Married


2.
Widowed


3.
Divorced/separated



4.
Never married

DEGREE*



8.
Highest degree.


0.
Less than high school


1.
High school


2.
Associate/junior college


3.
Bachelor's


4.
Graduate

REALINC*


9.
Family income in constant dollars.

INCOME3*


10.
REALINC, family income in constant dollars, recoded into thirds.


1.
Low


2.
Moderate


3.
High

FINRELA


11.
Compared with American families in general, would you say your family income is far below average, below average, average, above average, or far above average? (Recoded into three categories.)


1.
Below average


2.
Average


3.
Above average

FINALTER


12.
During the last few years, has your financial situation been getting better, worse, or has it stayed the same?



1.
Better


2.
Worse


3.
Stayed same

SATFIN



13.
We are interested in how people are getting along financially these days. So far as you and your family are concerned, would you say that you are pretty well satisfied with your present financial situation, more or less satisfied, or not satis​fied at all?


1.
Pretty well satisfied


2.
More or less satisfied


3.
Not satisfied at all

SEI*




14.
Hodge/Siegel/Rossi prestige scale score for respondent(s occupation. (Actual score recorded.)

PRESTIG3*


15.
SEI, respondent(s occupational prestige, recoded into thirds.


1.
Low


2.
Moderate


3.
High

CLASS



16.
If you were asked to name one of four names for your social class, which would you say you belong in: the lower class, the working class, the middle class, or the upper class?


1.
Lower class


2.
Working class


3.
Middle class


4.
Upper class

RELIG*



17.
What is your religious preference? Is it Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, some other reli​gion, or no reli​gion?


1.
Protestant


2.
Catholic


3.
Jewish


4.
None


5.
Other

ATTEND*


18.
How often do you attend religious services? (Recoded into four categories.)


1.
Less than once a year


2.
Once a year through several times a year


3.
About once a month through almost weekly


4.
Every week or more

FUND




19.
Fundamentalism/liberalism of respondent(s religion.


1.
Fundamentalist


2.
Moderate


3.
Liberal

CHILDS*



20.
How many children have you ever had? Please count all that were born alive at any time (including any you had from a previous mar​riage).


0-7.
Actual number (e.g., 3 means 3 children)


8.
Eight or more

CHILDS3



21.
CHILDS, number of children, recoded into thirds.



1.
None



2.
One or two


3.
Three through eight or more

SIBS*



22.
How many brothers and sisters did you have? Please count those born alive, but no longer living, as well as those alive now. Also in​clude stepbrothers and stepsisters, and chi​ldren adopted by your parents.

Values reflect actual number of siblings.

SIBS3




23.
SIBS, number of siblings, recoded into thirds.









1.
0-2

2.
3-4


3.
5 or more
PARTYID*


24.
Generally speaking, do you usually think of yourself as a Republican, Democrat, In​depen​dent, or what? (Recoded into four categories.)


1.
Democrat


2.
Independent


3.
Republican


4.
Other party

POLVIEWS*

25.
I(m going to show you a seven-point scale on which the political views that people might hold are arranged from ex​tremely  liberal(point 1(to extremely conservative(point 7. Where would you place yourself on this scale? (Recoded into three categories.)


1.
Liberal


2.
Moderate


3.
Conservative

ZODIAC



26.
Astrological sign of respondent.


1. Aries






7. Libra


2. Taurus






8. Scorpio


3. Gemini





9. Sagittarius


4. Cancer





10. Capricorn


5. Leo







11. Aquarius




6. Virgo






12. Pisces

TVHOURS*


27.
On the average day, about how many hours do you personally watch television? (Actual number of hours recorded.)

Actual number of hours

TVHOURS3


28.
TVHOURS, number of hours watching television per day,  recoded into thirds.


1.
0 through 1 hours


2.
2 through 3 hours


3.
4 through 24 hours

NEWS




29.
How often do you read the newspaper(every day, a few times a week, once a week, less than once a week, or never? (Last two categories combined.)









    1.
Every day









2.
A few times a week









3.
Once a week









4.
Less than once a week









5.
Never

OWNGUN*


30.
Do you happen to have in your home any guns or revolvers?


1.
Yes


2.
No

MAWRKGRW

31.
Did your mother ever work for pay for as long as a year, while you were growing up?


1.
Yes


2.
No

HEALTH*


32.
Would you say your health, in general, is excellent, good, fair, or poor?


1.
Excellent


2.
Good


3.
Fair


4.
Poor

Please tell me whether or not you think it should be possible for a pregnant woman to obtain a legal abortion if. . .(applies to items 33-38)

ABANY*



33.
The woman wants it for any reason?


1.
Yes


2.
No

ABDEFECT*

34.
There is a strong chance of serious defect in the baby?


1.
Yes


2.
No

ABHLTH*


35.
The woman's own health is seriously endangered by the pregnancy?


1.
Yes


2.
No

ABNOMORE*

36.
She is married and does not want any more children.


1.
Yes


2.
No

ABRAPE*


37.
She became pregnant as a result of rape?


1.
Yes


2.
No

ABSINGLE*

38.
She is not married and does not want to marry the man?


1.
Yes


2.
No

AGED*



39.
As you know, many older people share a home with their grown children. Do you think this is generally a good idea or a bad idea?


1.
A good idea


2.
Bad idea


3.
Depends (volunteered)

I am going to name some institutions in this country. As far as the people running these institutions are concerned, would you say you have a great deal of confi​dence, only some confidence, or hardly any confidence at all in them? (Ap​plies to items 40-45.)

CONARMY


40.
Military?


1.
A great deal


2.
Only some


3.
Hardly any

CONBUS



41.
Major companies?


1.
A great deal


2.
Only some


3.
Hardly any

CONEDUC*


42.
Education?


1.
A great deal


2.
Only some


3.
Hardly any

CONFED



43.
Executive branch of the federal government?


1.
A great deal


2.
Only some


3.
Hardly any

CONLEGIS


44.
Congress?


1.
A great deal


2.
Only some


3.
Hardly any

CONPRESS*

45.
Press?


1.
A great deal


2.
Only some


3.
Hardly any

GRASS*



46.
Do you think the use of marijuana should be made legal or not?


1.
Should be made legal


2.
Should not be made legal

DIVLAW*


47.
Should divorce in this country be easier or more difficult to obtain than it is now?


1.
Easier


2.
More difficult


3.
Stay as is (volunteered)

POLHITOK*

48.
Are there any situations you can imagine in which you would approve of a policeman striking an adult male citizen?


1.
Yes


2.
No

GUNLAW*


49.
Would you favor or oppose a law which would require a person to obtain a police permit before he or she could buy a gun?


1.
Favor


2.
Oppose

SOCFREND*

50.
How often do you spend a social evening with friends who live outside the neighborhood? (Collapsed from 7 categories.)


1.
Several times a week or more


2.
Several times a month


3.
Once a month


4.
Several times a year


5.
Once a year or less

SOCOMMUN*
51.
How often do you spend a social evening with someone who  lives in your neighborhood? (Collapsed from 7 categories.)


1.
Several times a week or more


2.
Several times a month


3.
Once a month


4.
Several times a year


5.
Once a year or less

SOCREL


52.
How often do you spend a social evening with relatives? (Collapsed from 7 categories.)


1.
Several times a week or more


2.
Several times a month


3.
Once a month


4.
Several times a year


5.
Once a year or less

HAPPY*



53.
Taken all together, how would you say things are these days(  would you say that you are very happy, pretty happy, or not too happy?


1.
Very happy


2.
Pretty happy


3.
Not too happy

SATJOB



54.
On the whole, how satisfied are you with the work that you do(would you say that you are very satisfied, moderately satisfied, a little dissatisfied, or very dissatisfied? (Responses recoded into three categories.)


1.
Very satisfied


2.
Moderately satisfied


3.
Dissatisfied

SEXEDUC*


55.
Would you be for or against sex education in the public schools?


1.
For


2.
Against

TRUST



56.
Generally speaking, would you say that most people can be trusted or that you can(t be too careful in life?


1.
Most people can be trusted


2.
Can(t be too careful


3.
Depends (volunteered)

HELPFUL*


57.
Would you say that most of the time people try to be helpful, or that they are mostly just looking out for themselves?


1.
Try to be helpful


2.
Just look out for themselves


3.
Depends (volunteered)

GETAHEAD


58.
Some people say that people get ahead by their own hard work; others say that lucky breaks or help from other people are more important. Which do you think is most important?



1.
Hard work


2.
Hard work and luck equally important


3.
Luck or help from others
FEAR




59.
Is there any area right around here(that is, within a mile(where you would be afraid to walk alone at night?



1.
Yes


2.
No

POSTLIFE


60.
Do you believe there is a life after death?


1.
Yes


2.
No

PREMARSX*

61.
There(s been a lot of discussion about the way morals and attitudes about sex are changing in this country. If a man and a woman have sex relations before marriage, do you think it is always wrong, almost always wrong, wrong only sometimes, or not wrong at all?


1.
Always wrong


2.
Almost always wrong


3.
Wrong only sometimes


4.
Not wrong at all

HOMOSEX*


62.
What about sexual relations between two adults of the same sex(do you think it is always wrong, almost always wrong, wrong only sometimes, or not wrong at all?


1.
Always wrong


2.
Almost always wrong


3.
Wrong only sometimes


4.
Not wrong at all

XMARSEX*


63.
What is your opinion about a married person having sexual relations with someone other than the marriage partner(is it always wrong, almost always wrong, wrong only sometimes, or not wrong at all?


1.
Always wrong


2.
Almost always wrong


3.
Wrong only sometimes


4.
Not wrong at all

SEXFREQ*


64.
About how often did you have sex in the last twelve months?


0.
Not at all


1.
Once or twice


2.
Once a month


3.
Two or three times a month


4.
Weekly


5.
Two or three times a week


6.
Four or more times a week

PARTNRS5


65.
Including the past 12 months, how many sex partners have you had in the past five years?


0.
No partners


1.
One partner


2.
Two partners


3.
Three or four partners


4.
Five or more partners

XMOVIE



66.
Have you seen an X-rated movie in the last year?


1.
Yes


2.
No

We are faced with many problems in this country, none of which can be solved easily or inexpensively. I(m going to name some of these problems, and for each one I(d like you to tell me whether you think we(re spending too much money on it, too little money, or about the right amount. Are we spending too much, too little, or about the right amount on. . .(Applies to items 67-72.)

NATAID



67.
Foreign aid?


1.
Too little


2.
About right


3.
Too much

NATCRIME*

68.
Halting the rising crime rate?


1.
Too little


2.
About right


3.
Too much

NATARMS


69.
The military, armaments, and defense?


1.
Too little


2.
About right


3.
Too much

NATEDUC*


70.
Improving the nation's education system?


1.
Too little


2.
About right


3.
Too much

NATFARE


71.
Welfare?


1.
Too little


2.
About right


3.
Too much

NATRACE


72.
Improving the condition of Blacks?


1.
Too little


2.
About right


3.
Too much

FECHLD*


73.
Please tell me whether you strongly agree, agree, disagree, or strongly disagree with this statement: a working mother can establish just as warm and secure a relationship with her children as a mother who does not work.


1.
Strongly agree


2.
Agree


3.
Disagree


4.
Strongly Disagree

FEFAM*



74.
Please tell me whether you strongly agree, agree, disagree, or strongly disagree with this statement: it is much better for everyone involved if the man is the achiever outside the home and the woman takes care of the home and family.


1.
Strongly agree


2.
Agree


3.
Disagree


4.
Strongly Disagree

FEPOL*



75.
Tell me if you agree or disagree with this statement: most men are better suited emotionally for politics than are most women.


1.
Agree


2.
Disagree

HELPNOT


76.
Some people feel that the government in Washington is trying to do too many things that should be left to individuals and private businesses. Others disagree and think that the government should do even more to solve our country(s problems. Where would you place yourself on this scale or haven(t you made up your mind on this? (Five-point scale collapsed to three categories).


1.
Government should do more


2.
Agree with both


3.
Government does too much

LETDIE1



77.
When a person has a disease that cannot be cured, do you think doctors should be allowed by law to end the patient(s life by some painless means if the patient and his family request it?


1.
Yes


2.
No

SUICIDE1*


78.
Do you think that a person has the right to end his or her life if this person has an incurable disease?


1.
Yes


2.
No

SUICIDE4*


79.
Do you think that a person has the right to end his or her life if this person is tired of living and ready to die? 


1.
Yes


2.
No

LIFE




80.
In general, do you find life pretty exciting, routine, or dull?


1.
Exciting


2.
Routine


3.
Dull

SPANKING


81.
Do you strongly agree, agree, disagree, or strongly disagree that it is sometimes necessary to discipline a child with a good, hard spanking?


1.
Strongly agree


2.
Agree


3.
Disagree


4.
Strongly disagree

USWARY


82.
Do you expect the United States to fight in another world war within the next ten years?


1.
Yes


2.
No

TEENSEX


83.
What if they are in their early teens, say 14 to 16 years old? In that case, do you think sex relations before marriage are always wrong, almost always wrong, wrong only sometimes, or not wrong at all?









1.
Always wrong









2.
Almost always wrong









3.
Wrong only sometimes









4.
Not wrong at all

PILLOK



84.
Do you strongly agree, agree, disagree, or strongly disagree that methods of birth control should be available to teenagers between the ages of 14 and 16 if their parents do not approve?









1.
Strongly agree









2.
Agree









3.
Disagree









4.
Strongly disagree

PORNLAW


85.
Which of these statements comes closest to your feelings about pornography laws?


1.
There should be laws against the distribution of pornography whatever the age.


2.
There should be laws against the distribution of pornography to persons under 18.

3.
There should be no laws forbidding the distribution of pornography.

PRAYER



86.
The United States Supreme Court has ruled that no state or local government may require the reading of the Lord's Prayer or Bible verses in public schools. What are your views on this(do you approve or  disapprove of the court ruling?


1.
Approve


2.
Disapprove

RACLIVE


87.
Are there any (Negroes/Blacks/African‑Americans) living in this neighborhood now?


1.
Yes


2.
No

TAX




88.
Do you consider the amount of federal income tax which you have to pay as too high, about right, or too low?









1.
Too high









2.
About right









3.
Too low

TAXMID



89.
Generally, how would you describe taxes in America today... We mean all taxes together, including social security, income tax, sales tax, and all the rest. For those with middle incomes, are taxes . . . ((much too high( recoded with (too high,( (much too low( recoded with (too low()









1.
Too high








2.
About right









3.
Too low

TAXPOOR


90.
Generally, how would you describe taxes in America today... We mean all taxes together, including social security, income tax, sales tax, and all the rest. For those with low incomes, are taxes . . .((much too high( recoded with (too high,( (much too low( recoded with (too low()









1.
Too high









2.
About right









3.
Too low

TAXRICH


91.
Generally, how would you describe taxes in America today... We mean all taxes together, including social security, income tax, sales tax, and all the rest. For those with high incomes, are taxes . . .((much too high( recoded with (too high,( (much too low( recoded with (too low()


1.
Too high


 2.
About right









 3.
Too low

COLATH



92.
There are always some people whose ideas are considered bad or dangerous by other people. For instance, somebody who is against all churches and religion. Should such a person be allowed to teach in a college or university, or not?


1.
Yes, allowed to speak


2.
Not allowed

COLCOM


93.
Now, I should like to ask you some questions about a man who admits he is a Communist. Suppose he is teaching in a college. Should he be fired, or not?


1.
Yes, fired


2.
Not fired

COLHOMO


94.
And what about a man who admits that he is a homosexual? Should such a person be allowed to teach in a college or university, or not?


1.
Yes, allowed to teach


2.
Not allowed

COLMIL



95.
Consider a person who advocates doing away with elections and letting the military run the country. Should such a person be allowed to teach in a college or university, or not?


1.
Yes, allowed to teach


2.
Not allowed

COLRAC



96.
Or consider a person who believes that Blacks are genetically inferior. Should such a person be allowed to teach in a college or university, or not?


1.
Yes, allowed to teach


2.
Not allowed

COURTS



97.
In general, do you think the courts in this area deal too harshly or not harshly enough with criminals?









1.
Too harshly









2.
Not harshly enough









3.
About right (volunteered)

EQWLTH


98.
Some people think that the government in Washington ought to reduce the income differences between the rich and the poor, perhaps by raising the taxes of wealthy families or by giving income assistance to the poor. Others think that the government should not concern itself with reducing this income difference between the rich and the poor.

Here is a card with a scale from 1 to 7. Think of a score of 1 as meaning that the government ought to reduce the income differences between rich and poor, and a score of 7 meaning that the government should not concern itself with reducing income differences. What score between 1 and 7 comes closest to the way you feel? (CIRCLE ONE):









1.
Government should do something to reduce the income differences between the rich and poor









2.










3.










4.









5.









6.









7.
Government should not concern itself with income differences

FAIR




99.
Do you think most people would try to take advantage of you if they got a chance, or would they try to be fair?









1.
Would take advantage of you









2.
Would try to be fair









3.
Depends (volunteered)

HAPMAR


100.
Taking things all together, how would you describe your marriage? Would you say that your marriage is very happy, pretty happy, or not too happy?









1.
Very happy









2.
Pretty happy









3.
Not too happy

